Management of Infection Risk from a Blood Borne Virus (BBV) following Human Bite breaching skin — or ‘fight bite’

Oral antibiotic (co-amoxiclav or alternative for penicillin allergy)+ wound irrigation (If ‘fight bite’ — refer for washout) + tetanus prophylaxis
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HIV PEP is generally NOT recommended following a human bite.
HIV PEP should only be prescribed where all of the following criteria are met: There is currently no
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If all criteria are met, HIV PEP is indicated. HIV PEP is indicated. Follow the management steps for HIV PEP prescription
as outlined in the EMI Guidelines. Outside of this, HIV PEP should not be prescribed without discussion with an ID/HIV
specialist, where it may be considered in rare extreme cases.
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Information and Follow-up: Level of risk, precautions, follow-up for further testing, vaccination, PEP. Give information leaflets (significant exposure to BBV AND HIV PEP information
leaflet)



https://www.hse.ie/eng/services/list/2/gp/antibiotic-prescribing/conditions-and-treatments/skin-soft-tissue/human-bite/#:~:text=Antibiotic%20prophylaxis%20is%20appropriate%20for,%2C%20tendons%2C%20ligaments%20or%20fractures.
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/emi/tables/EMITable5.pdf
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/emi/tables/EMITable4.pdf
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/emi/tables/EMITable4.pdf
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/emi/additionalmaterials/EMILeaflet5.pdf
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/emi/additionalmaterials/EMILeaflet7.pdf
https://www.hpsc.ie/a-z/emi/additionalmaterials/EMILeaflet7.pdf

