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Laboratory confirmed Case1 (these actions may also apply in situations 
where there is a highly suspect case)

Immunocompromised4 

or  vulnerable 
immunocompetent 

contact4 within 6 days5 
of exposure?  

- Assess susceptibility of 
contacts. 

- Arrange post-exposure 
prophylaxis (PEP) if appropriate.

- Provide warn and inform letter 
on measles and MMR 
vaccination. 

Notes:
1Any person not recently vaccinated and meeting the clinical and the laboratory criteria. Refer to case definition on HPSC website for 
further information. 
2Contact tracing should identify close contacts with significant exposure within the infectious period, The infectious period is from four days 
prior to the onset of the rash to four days after the rash erupts. In the absence of a rash the period of infectiousness should be taken from 24 
hours before reported prodromal symptom onset. (Refer to NIAC guidelines, Chapter 12 Measles for details on significant exposure). 
3Those in situations or settings where all contacts can be individually identified.
4Groups at increased risk of severe illness and complications include:  Infants younger than 12 months of age, pregnant women without 
measles immunity and those who are immunocompromised (For more information on those who are immunocompromised, see Chapter 3 
NIAC Immunisation of Immunocompromised Persons)
5For immunocompromised patients where exposure or susceptibility is recognised late (more than 6 days post exposure), risk assessment is 
required with the specialist caring for the individual and consideration may be given to offer immunoglobulin to attenuate infection. 
6Household contacts of a case have higher intensity exposure and an increased risk of more severe disease than non-household contacts.
7Higher risk settings include settings for underserved populations (congregate settings), prisons and places of detention,  complex domestic 
settings, healthcare settings, educational and childcare settings  and other settings where there may be high levels of contact and with 
susceptible people who may be more prone to developing severe disease if infected (adapted from Immunisation Handbook: 2024, version 1 ? 
Chapter 12 Measles - April 2024).
8Those in situations or settings where the level of exposure is unclear and not all contacts can be identified.
  

Identification of close contacts2 

Yes

- In general, warn and 
inform letter on measles 
and MMR vaccination or 

- Mass messaging (email, 
text, HSE live, media alerts) 
if individual risk assessment 
is not practicable. 

Defined contacts3 
(identify and manage 

contacts in the following 
order of priority)

Poorly defined contacts8 

Other Contacts 
(contacts not 

mentioned elsewhere in 
this algorithm)

Yes

- Provide warn and inform letter 
on measles and  MMR 
vaccination.

Yes

Yes

  Contacts within 
higher risk settings7 

- Assess susceptibility of 
contacts. 

- Arrange PEP if appropriate.
- Provide warn and inform letter 

on measles and MMR 
vaccination

- Consider exposure setting 
(specific advice for measles in 
certain high-risk settings is 
outlined in Chapter 3 of the 
Measles Guidelines). Please 
see here

Household/household 
like contacts6

Yes
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