
Plague Risk Assessment for use in a Primary Care Setting  

Patient Phones the Surgery 

 

Patient Presents to GP Surgery/OOH Centre 
Patient has fever (>38.5°C)  

AND 
cough OR chest pain OR haemoptysis OR lymphadenitis OR dyspnoea 

AND 
has had contact with a confirmed or probable case or source of plague* 

in the last 7 days  
OR 

has in the last 7 days returned from an area currently affected by plague 

Tell patient : 
1. NOT to visit surgery/OOH centre  
2. To SELF-ISOLATE pending transfer for hospital 

assessment via NAS 

Plague  
UNLIKELY 

YES 

Patient has fever (>38.5°C)  
AND 

cough OR chest pain OR haemoptysis OR lymphadenitis OR dyspnoea 
AND 

has had contact with a confirmed or probable case or source of plague*  
in the last 7 days  

OR 
has in the last 7 days returned from an area currently affected by plague 

YES 

1. ISOLATE patient in a SIDE ROOM 
2. Initiate STANDARD & DROPLET PRECAUTIONS 
3. Provide the patient with a surgical mask if tolerated 
4. Explain the NOW and the NEXT to the patient 

1. ALERT NATIONAL AMBULANCE SERVICE (NAS) of suspected case of plague 
2. ALERT MOH PUBLIC HEALTH of suspect case so CONTACT TRACING can be initiated without 

delay 
3. Discard waste and decontaminate environment as per standard precautions 

ACTIONS for other agencies regarding TRANSFER 
1. NAS to RISK ASSESS with NATIONAL ISOLATION UNIT  
2. NAS to inform LOCAL PLAGUE RECEIVING HOSPITAL of Risk Assessment outcome 
3. Consultant in EMERGENCY MEDICINE to liaise with NIU  
4. PUBLIC HEALTH will continue CONTACT SURVEILLANCE and initiate CHEMOPROPHYLAXIS 

CONTACT DETAILS: 
 
PUBLIC HEALTH 
(OOH 0818 501999) 
 
HSE E:   01 635 2145 
HSE M:  057 935 9891 
HSE MW: 061 483 338 
HSE NE: 046 907 6412 
HSE NW: 072 985 2900 
HSE SE:  056 778 4142 
HSE S:  021 492 7601 
HSE W:  091 775 200 
 
NAS: 999 or 112 
 
NIU:01-830 1122 (Ask for ID Consultant on 

call) 

*Exposure within 2 metres of a confirmed or probable case of plague  
*Aircraft/ship exposure within 2 metres of a probable or confirmed plague case in the last 7 days. A risk assessment to identify contacts (including passengers or crew) of the case should be carried 

out.  
*Contact with the following items without appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE): 
 infected substances of human origin (SoHO)  
 laboratory exposure to plague infected materials  
 contaminated materials  
*Contact with a sick animal/flea bite in a plague affected area 

NO NO 

STANDARD  
PRECAUTIONS (SP)  

DROPLET PRECAUTIONS:   
 Gloves 

 Long-sleeved gown 
(single use/disposable 
preferable) 

 Eye protection (face 
shield or goggles) 

 Respiratory protection 
(surgical mask) 

 Respiratory hygiene 
and cough etiquette 

Arrange  
referral to ID 

services and/or 
transfer to  

hospital  
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